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1. expands the tax base of the municipality; and
ii. will generate property tax revenue after the exemption expires;
or

4. that has not been used in the same trade or business in another municipality
for at least six months before the application for deferral or exemption is filed.
This subsection (4) does not apply if the property was used in the same trade
or business in an area that has been annexed to the municipality within six
months before the application for deferral or exemption is filed; this paragraph
does not apply to inventories.

. The exemption shall be for up to one hundred percent of the assessed value of the

property, for up to five consecutive years at the discretion of City Council. The
City may also defer payment of taxes for up to five years on property used for
economic development. Tax payments shall become due as specified by the City
at the time the deferral is granted.

. In order to qualify for this exemption, an applicant must file a written application

for the exemption with the City Manager no later than January 15 of each
assessment year for which the exemption is sought. The application shall be on a
form prescribed by the City Manager and shall include all information determined
to be necessary by the City Manager to determine eligibility of the property for the
exemption. If the applicant fails or refuses to provide information required or
requested by the City Manager within the time period set by the City Manager, the
exemption shall be denied. The City Manager may make an independent
investigation of the application or property in making a determination under this
section. The City Manager shall notify the applicant, in writing, of the City
Manager’s determination on the application for exemption.

. After the City Manager determines that the applicant is eligible for a tax exemption

and/or deferral and the application is complete, the City Manager shall submit a
copy of the application to the City Clerk with a written recommendation to be
submitted to City Council.

. An applicant delinquent in the registration for, filing of a return, or payment of,

any City property or sales tax, City special assessment, or City utility bill may not
be granted an exemption and/or deferral under this section.

. Any entity requesting a tax exemption or deferral pursuant to this section shall pay

to the City an initial application fee of Three Hundred Dollars, which shall be
submitted at the same time the application form under subsection (D) is submitted.
In addition, any entity that has been granted a tax exemption or deferral under this
section shall pay an annual review fee in the amount of One Hundred Fifty Dollars
at a date specified by the City Manager.
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All property receiving a tax exemption or deferral under this section shall be
annually assessed by the city assessor in the same manner as if it were not exempt.
Any tax exemption or deferral granted under this section shall be subject to annual
review by the [city assessor] to ensure that the ownership and use of the property
and any other qualifying criteria for the tax exemption or deferral continue to exist.
Information justifying the continued exemption or deferral shall be submitted
annually to the city assessor at the same time the review fee required under
subsection (G) of this section is due. If the city assessor determines that the
property no longer qualifies for an exemption or deferral under this section, the
assessor's determination may be reversed by a majority vote of the City Council.
An entity may request a construction deferral under this section if the entity is in
the process of developing or building property used for economic development but
has not yet completed construction on such property. In addition to the application
required under subsection (D) of this section, an entity seeking a construction
deferral must also submit a development plan to be approved by the City Manager.
Upon construction of the economic development property satisfactory to the City,
the City may change deferral under this subsection into an exemption which shall
not exceed the remainder of the five-year period from the date the deferral was
approved. If economic development property is not developed or created within
the time specified in the application, the City may immediately terminate the
deferral and take any other action permitted by law including, but not limited to,
collecting all property taxes accrued on the property during the construction
deferral, collecting penalties and interest on the taxes owed from the date such
taxes would have been due if no deferral had been granted, and attach a tax lien to
the property.

. Upon the failure of any entity to fully and timely pay the taxes due as may be

required by any City ordinance, or to provide reports or other information
requested by the City Manager or assessor and reasonably necessary for the
implementation of this section, the City Manager shall immediately revoke and
not renew any exemptions or deferrals under this section to which such entity
would otherwise be entitled and shall require immediate payment of the pro-rata
share of taxes thereby due for any portion of the year remaining and any previously
deferred taxes.

. City Council)réserves the right to grant or not to grant a tax exemption or deferral

under circumstances beyond the scope of this section or to waive any other
requirement no’vt mandated by state law. However, no such action or waiver shall
be taken or made except upon a finding by City Council that such action or waiver
is found and declared to be vital to the public interest.
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M. As of the date of any change in majority ownership, sale, or substantive change in
use of any property subject to a tax exemption or deferral under this section, the
City shall revoke such tax exemption or deferral and require immediate payment
of the property taxes thereby due. Any property owner who fails to notify the city
assessor of any such change in ownership, use, or sale by the date of such change
in ownership, use, or sale shall be subject to a fine of not more than Three Hundred
Dollars per day for each day thereafter.

N. An applicant's completion of the application process for tax exemption or deferral
shall not give rise to any right or claim against the City for its failure to grant the
exemption or deferral. The grant or denial of a tax exemption or deferral
application under this section is a discretionary act by the City.

Section 2. Classification. This Ordinance is a permanent code ordinance.

Section 3. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or any application thereof to
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance
and the application to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected
thereby.

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.

Section 5. Repeal By Referendum. This ordinance, if adopted, may be repealed by the
voters through referendum.

PASSED AND APPROVED by a duly constituted quorum of the Whittier City Council

on this 18" day of October 2022.
{ &Z»\// J ; ﬁk«v}-’“"‘

Dave Dickason
Mayor

AYES: Blair, Wagner, Shen, McCord, Denmark, Pinqouch, Dickason

NAYS: o
ABSENT: None AL Dy
S %
ABSTAIN: S
ATTEST: = 2
- r ] .
. - ;; =

Coeankin Civodde
Jackie C. Wilde /) S
Assistant City Manager/Acting City Clerk NG Tt



